City of Hermiston
Parks and Recreation Department

Regular Meeting
February 11, 2016 5:30pm

Staff:
v Larry Fetter, Director
Dan Earp, Recreation Supervisor
v" Gina Wicks, Department Assistant

Attendance:

Briana Cortaberria

Jean Stahlberg

Carlisle Harrison

Steve Williams

Lisa Garcia

Mike Kay

Ryan Severs

Jackie Myers, Council Liaison
Doug Primmer, Council Liaison

ANANANA YA

ANANIRN

Chairperson Cortaberria called the regular meeting to order at 5:30pm. Present were members Stahlberg, Harrison,
Williams, Severs, Garcia, and Councilor Meyers and Primmer.
Public Attendance

Jackie Linton

Ken May

Eileen Laramore

Andrew Cooley

Uppa Shakpa

Janeal Castellaw

February 2016 Minutes
Board members C. Harrison moved and J. Meyers seconded that minutes of the regular scheduled meeting of February
2016 be approved. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment

Chair Cortaberria asked if there was any comment from audience before opening meeting up to business.

Miss Jackie Linton spoke in support of keeping the merry-go-round installed at Northside Park. She assured the
committee while the merry-go-round has been in operation no one has ever been injured from it that she’s aware of. Miss
Linton also supported the park name change to her grandfather, Greenwood Luster, who was the inspiration behind
developing the park for the neighborhood.

Guest Andrew Cooley said he had lived in the neighborhood since 1976 and Mr. Luster was a very important part of the
area and community.

Chair Cortaberria thanked guests for their comments then turned meeting over to Director Fetter.

REPORTS
Mr. Fetter introduced Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan who is in charge of projects and asked him to give an update
from the Livability Task Force.

A) LIVABILITY TASK FORCE, presented by Mark Morgan

Mr. Morgan stated the Task Force was established when conversations about what would happen to the Hermiston
Conference Center once EOTEC was up and going. It was suggested that the city should take a broader look at the
overall livability assets in the community before talking about what to do with the conference center long term.

A Livability Asset Vision Plan was established to enhance livability in the community that would work toward bringing
major quality of life type projects into our community over the next 15-20 years.

A consulting firm was used to establish two surveys to circulate in public.
1.) Gather ideas 2.) Measure the popularity of each.
These surveys generated over 2000 responses.

The first survey asked community folks to imagine the city received a major donation from a founding family. The
requirement was the large monetary gift had to be spent within five year toward a project that would enhance the

livability within the community. Question - What would you put the resources toward?
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The results from the first survey grouped the response recommendations into major concept/themes.
v’ Additionali Parks, Trails, and Open Space

v Additional Arts, Cultural Events and Museum Facility

v Thriving downtown using resources toward enhancing downtown City of Hermiston

The second survey sent out included the concept themes ideas from the first survey. The survey was conceptual ideas
only with over-whelming support with people having the ability to offer any other comments.

Supportive of Indoor Aquatic Center

In favor of Enhancing Downtown

Supportive addition Parks, Trails, Open Spaces

In favor of Activity Facility

An Arts, Cultural Museum was not as supportive

AN NN

Focus Groups were formed with information gathered from the surveys then public open houses along with presentations
were offered to civic organizations. Asking for feedback from these groups, polls on each idea asked if the Task Force
Community should spend time and resources on a concept over the course of 10-20 years. It was then asked which idea
should be the number one priority. Mr. Morgan stated that these polls from the focus groups followed very closely along
with the survey results.

Mr. Morgan stated all the information from Focus Groups has been presented to Taskforce Committee. A report will now
be generated and given to city council regarding what the Community Livability priorities should be in the next 10-15
years.

The recommendation was to remove Art Museum concept but that it should remain in the report to council for future to
show its community support.

e Supports Indoor Aquatic Facility needs to be more of a regional size scale facility rather than just an inside pool.

e Supports stand-alone Indoor Family Activity Center but recommends it would be better served if combined with
an Indoor Aquatic Facility.

e Supportive in keeping as a priority in revitalizing downtown by implementing the Urban Renewal Plan and
supplement whenever it makes sense to do so.

e Expanding Parks and Trials with no specific recommendation but should be one of the priorities by continuing to
expanding in the park and trail systems.

e A comment supported by the group reminded everyone that until the EOTEC is finished the community needs to
make sure this project remains the # 1 livability asset priority.

Mr. Morgan stated that while finishing the EOTEC Facility and bringing it on-line the final recommendation to city
council is that City Council should take substantial action to put reasonable resources towards some sort of feasibility and
deeper examination of at least one of the top four recommendations.

Mr. Morgan was thanked for coming and sharing the information gathered from surveys and focus groups.

B) NORTHSIDE PARK, SESSION 3, continuation
Mr. Fetter asked for a motion to change the name of Northside Park to Greenwood Park, named after Greenwood Luster,
longtime resident, neighbor, and instrumental in developing the original park in his neighborhood.

Motion: Member C. Harrison moved and Councilor Primmer seconded the motion that the name of Northside Park shall
now be Greenwood Park, after the late Greenwood Luster. Motion carried unanimously.
The Director Fetter will take recommendation to City Council where it will be confirmed.

Mr. Fetter gave a review of the Greenwood Park, then offered results from the highest votes given to the images provided
from the exercise played previous meeting.

He asked members and guests what they liked about the most popular features and elements.

Comments ranged from the elevation of elements to multiply uses on one structure, shade, oriented toward younger
children, safer rubber surface, unique, character, and would encourage imagination play.
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Councilor Primmer liked the basketball sport court surface image that had painted lines that could be used for other
activities besides basketball. Members liked the light for security sensitive but it was noted the light would need to be
sensitive to neighboring homes because of close proximity.

Mr. Fetter stated there is only two options for shade.

An image of a pergola was shown and while the audience liked the concept it was agreed that to prevent vandalism a
different design should be used. The other option would be trees but the majority favored a shade structure setting with
seating available.

People liked the image of the stepping logs, kids can jump from or explore from one end to the other, has character but
would be out of place in the park...the dinosaur element too busy of an element for this size of park. Some liked the
ornate fence shown in the picture adding it would spruce up the park. Everyone agreed a fence should be a priority
because of young children in the area.

Recap of want list: Members liked the climbing wall in one of the images offered but objected to adding a sandbox. Staff
and audience supported; the history, the need of shade, liked the ideal of a basketball court/sport court, a pergola with
bench seating, swings, a multi-play structure with centerpiece dinosaur, built in-slide component. Everyone agreed that a
library house and a swing should be included in project.

Councilor Meyers asked if Merry-go-Round was still being kept in the park. A suggestion was made that a cone shaped
bottom could be welded to the underneath to prevent injury or entrapment. Mr. Fetter will continue to research on ways
to make it safe and functional.

Question — Mr. Fetter asked committee the questions whether an active area in a basketball court is compatible with a Tot
Lot? Experience shows that a basketball court will attract teenagers that might not be compatible with preschooler’s
especially in a small area — this could cause conflicting uses.

He asked if there was another location in the neighborhood for a half court for basketball would group be open to the idea
of not incorporating basketball court into the Greenwood Park and just using it as a Tot Lot Playground.

Mr. Fetter stressed it was not because the two uses would not fit, it comes down to an increased use of the park with
conflicting uses.

General consensus from the audience was to keep both passive playground / activity sport court concepts together. The
director suggested then perhaps using a climbing wall as a divider between playground side active/ and
basketball/activity court could help prevent conflicts.

Board member Williams pointed out that toddlers would be using the park at different times then teenagers.
Mr. Fetter will continue to pursue and make the different elements work with upgrade play equipment and sport court, in
the same configuration as it exists.

C) SKATE PARK

City is close to acquiring a piece of property across from Hermiston Safety for the site of a Skateboard Park. With a
mutual agreement between PGG, current landowner, and the city the deal should be closing in 2-3 weeks.

Two components to the design:

1) What type of facility will fit into this piece of property?

2) Conversation will begin with the Railroad to gain access to a portion of their land to begin a beautification lease along
the railroad tracks. This could allow an opportunity to connection McKenzie Park thru green space. Mr.
Fetter said there should be parking for the facility and he believes the site is perfect with its direct visibility to police and
fire/ambulance services and high school appeal and it’s highly visible location.

The Director showed conceptual designs of facilities with elements, obstacles for both skateboards and BMX bikes. He
suggested we use the most modern opinions and best builders to build a destination for teens and have this be a
centerpiece because of its downtown location. He feels it should include a beginner component for first time users along
with mastered skateboarders. Shade and seating should be considered because of the extreme weather our area can get.
Councilor Meyers cautioned committee that it should not get bogged down in the planning of the complex to the extent
that it does not become a reality.
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M. Fetter said the facility can cost anywhere from $300,000 -$400,000 depending on the componenis so grani wriiing
will be necessary. The city will have some design money to get the project moving. Other possibly resources: Public
Safety /Crime Prevention, Tony Hawkins, Urban Growth Fund, Walmart Distribution.

Chairman Cortaberria thanked the community members for attending and providing their input. Director Fetter asked
Jackie Linton, granddaughter of Greenwood Luster, to attend council meeting when recommendation is to be made to
change park name to “Greenwood Park”.

Guest: Janeal Castellaw directed a question to Director Fetter and asked if there was any possibility of a disc golf course
being added to the Oxbow Trail. He informed her that he has approached the owner of the property, Bureau of
Reclamation, many times and answer has never changed. He stated finding the right location is very important, there use
to be one in Riverfront Park but it became a conflict with the walkers. Throwing a disc around is not a safe situation. He
told J. Castellaw that the committee is interested in adding a disc course to its park systems but it has to be in a spot with
at least 20 acres. Mr. Fetter said the course wouldn’t require manicure lawns but finding the right location would be
essential. He invited the members to start thinking about different areas in Hermiston and this could become a project in
the future.

Meeting adjourned at 6:55pm

Next meeting March 11th
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